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REVIEWS. 

A Treatise on the Law of Crimes. By William L.Clark and Wil- 
liam L. Marshall. Second edition by Herschel B. Lazell. 
Keefe-Davidson, Co., St. Paul, Minn., 1905. Sheep, pages 
xxxiv, 906. 

The first edition of this valuable work appeared in 1901 and 
the present revision is due to a desire to bring the original work 
down to date and to bring it within the compass of one volume. 
The time allotted to the study of criminal law in most law schools 
does not permit a thorough analysis of that branch of juris- 
prudence and for that reason the work under consideration can 
hardly be considered suitable for use as a curriculum text-book. 
But it will materially aid the diligent student or practitioner in ac- 
quiring that thorough knowledge of criminal law which every 
lawyer should possess, no matter how far from the criminal courts 
his inclinations and practice may take him. The opening chap- 
ters upon the nature of crime and the sources of criminal law 
furnish the most satisfactory treatment of these kindred topics 
that the writer has yet seen, while copious notes give ample op- 
portunity for more extended study. The chapter upon intent 
and capacity is thorough and exhaustive to such a degree that it 
would seem it might well be somewhat condensed in view of the 
extent to which the same matters are taken up subsequently in 
the consideration of particular crimes. The chapters upon parties 
and the criminal act are clear and accurate. Altogether, nearly 
one-third of the work is taken up with the subjects that we have 
considered, which seems rather an undue proportion of the whole, 
when we consider the multitude of particular crimes that must be 
dealt with in the remaining two-thirds. Each offense, however, 
seems to receive sufficient attention to render its consideration 
fairly complete while the space devoted to the more important 
matters, as homicide and larceny, amounts to a good sized 
treatise in each case. The system of black-letter summaries is 
similar to that employed in "Marshall on Corporations" and the re- 
sult seems rather more satisfactory than in the latter volume. 
The authors seem to have resisted successfully the temptation to 
sacrifice accuracy to brevity in these summaries. The notes 
throughout the volume are abundant and have been rendered much 
more valuable by the addition of many cases decided since the 
original publication of the work. The accompanying table of 
cases covers thirty-six pages and is probably the most complete 
collection of citations in this branch of law to be found in any text- 
book. Careless proof-reading is indicated by such an obvious 
error as "offense" for "defense" on page 719. But the work on 
the whole, shows most careful arrangement and expression. We 
believe its new edition will commend itself to all those interested 
in this branch of the law. B. E. C. 



